PICNIC SITE AND VIE

F"a‘bm'[iulla.rd
director of the Cumbria
Wildlife Trust, opened a
viewing area and pienic sile
below S;phV' u;:t mtha;
Kirlkhy en, for
Morthern Viaduct Trust.
For the first time, it is now
for wvisitors to the
lar *Narthern Viaducts
nd” walk to Vl?w that‘
i ing structure of one o
IJ"H\J:*U% viaducts on the
route, both of which were
Cumbrian-born
engineer

ON 5a

Bouch.
‘The viewing area is
m below two of the
's arches in the nar-
row and tranguil valley of
Fodd Grill, nowe A8 a

nature conservation area.
Gordon Biddle, chairman
of the Northern Viaduct
Trusl, said: “We have been
planning for some time (o
provide aceess for visitors to
see the fine design and con-
struction of Podgill viaduet,
and we are very pleased to
i - owe
ial thanks to the
umbria Waste Manage-
ment Environmental Trust
for [acilitaling a granl (rom
the Cumbria rcgates

Levy Sustaing
provide the bg?'e ACCHSE
rnute inta the viewing area

and to the Upper Eden
Hotary Club for Imuimg the
pienie site ilsell

“The Rotary Club has also given us practical
help with our annual eleanup and tidyi:lg of the
main footpath and its surroundings.”

New interpretation panels have also been pro-
vided Lo explain Lhe b!.u]thng and widening of the
viaduct, with spme u.mqua hlﬂtﬂl‘j.' and pictures of
SOITIE of the key people involved

Mr. Biddla said the trust was a].au indebted to
its contractors who undertook the wark on site,
principally John Nicholson and Eeith Fawcett.

The Northern Viaduet Trust was formed in 1980

to aﬁ e and repair the ant Boue ed

e Gl \r’ieg;:luct arsjhg mic
site and viewing area is a her development by
the trust of its original conversion of the former
railway line east of Kirkhy Stephen into an eazi-
ly graded walking route.

The first section of one mile of trackbed was
taken over by the trust in 2000, inchuding the
Grade TI listed, ll-arch viaduct. Access to the
route for walkers was provided by the Stenkrith
Millennium Bridge from Stenkrith Park. The
route was later extended to provide a through-

route to Hartley village by the acquiﬁﬂl.un af
Merrygill Viaduet,

ABOVE: At Saturday’s ceremony (left to f'ightll
are Bill Watkin, Upper Eden Rotary Club; Glenys
Lumiley, Nm'thﬂrn Viaduet Trust; Peter Rullard
director of Cumbria Wildlife Trust; Tony

Brunskill, vice-chairman of Eden Distriet
Couneil; Huler[ Squires, Cumbria Waste Man-
agement Envirenmental Trusl; and Gordon
Biddle, chairman of the Northern Viaduet Trust,
with Podgill Viaduct behind

Pheta: Peter Robingan, Northern Viedeel Trst,




