WORK STARTS ON NEW
KIRKBY STEPHEN CAR PARK

CONSTRUCTION of a 12-space car
park has started at Stenkrith Park,
Kirkby Stephen, to cater for the
increased number of people who enjoy
the popular “Northern Viaduct Walk”
to Hartley.

Previously, those wanting to reach
the popular route, which commences
at Stenkrith, had to park their cars
around the difficult junction on the
B6259 Nateby Road, which is narrow
and snaking, sometimes putting them-
selves at risk in crossing the road at
busy times.

The Northern Viaduct Trust identi-
fied an opportunity to develop a conve-
nient car park just south of the Nateby
Road bridge, on land owned by Ian
Gowing and Alan Law, of Ravenstone—
dale.

In partnership with the owners, the
trust has commenced development of
this site for a hard-surfaced car park
and a new path to the walk — under
the road bridge — removing the need
for users to walk on or across the road,
thus making access much safer.

The project will include graded
access to the main walk suitable for
disabled people, and additional inter-
pretation panels for the information of
visitors. Completion is expected by
early spring.

Planning permission for the project
was granted by Eden District Council
in December. Stone was donated by
Cemex from Hartley quarry, and the
project is being grant-aided from

. agencies

Natural England’s Aggregate Levy
Sustainable Fund and by the Cumbria
Waste Management Environmental
Trust.

The Northern Viaduet Trust wishes
to record its thanks for co-operation,
support and advice to the various
involved, including the
landowners, local councils, Kirkby
Stephen Town Forum, tourist informa-
tion centre and Upper Eden Rotary
Club.

The Northern Viaduct Trust was
formed in 1989 to acquire and r
the elegant Smardale Gill Vlad}:lcl

west of Kirkby Stephen, which was
designed by Cumbrian-born engineer
Thomas Bouch.

The trust has since acquired a fur-
ther 1. miles of the trackbed of the
former Stainmore railway from
Stenkrith, south of Kirkby Stephen,
reaching north east to Hartley. A new
footbridge over the River Eden was
constructed to provide access Irom
Stenkrith Park, enabling the route to
be opened as a path and bridleway.

Popularly known as the “Northern
Viaduct Walk”, crossing Podgill and
Merrygill viaducts, this has become a
popular and attractive route for both
local residents and visitors to the area.

The trust is managed by a board of
eight trustees, most living in the
Kirkby Stephen area or South
Cumbria. Its work has been funded
entirely by donations from individuals
and grants from a variety of sources.



